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The Dragon’s Path: Czech Republic


The Czech Republic
Vienna to Prague

SOUTH MORAVIA

This region is associated with the best wine, charming folk songs and dulcimer music, where nature’s colors are reflected in beautiful folk attire and painted pottery, and a multi-colored countryside in picturesque relief. Lovers of good food and drink easily forget all their troubles in the wine cellars of Moravian-Slovakian borderland. Visitors are caught up in the joyful mood generated by the music, songs and folk dances at numerous folklore festivals. You will be fascinated by superb Renaissance architecture of urban reserve areas, impressive castles, beautiful chateaux and rich collections they house, fairy-tale caves and gorges, and the famous battlefield of Austerlitz where Napoleon won the Battle of Three Emperors in 1805.

SOUTH BOHEMIA

This region is associated with deep forests, romantic rocks, mysterious moors, large parks, Gothic and Baroque churches and chapels, century-old towers of castles and chateaux, and blue ponds glittering in the sun. You can see all of this and more traveling through the enchanted landscape of South Bohemia and Šumava (Böhmerwald).  The infinite barbed-wire barrier between Germany and Czech Republic has been removed and we can enjoy this beautiful landscape in the way it was meant to be experienced.

Day 1:  Vienna to Czech Republic: Lednice

We meet in the morning and depart for the Moravian Wine Country of the Czech Republic.  Here we will stay for three nights in the Mansion of the Templars, a unique hotel refurbished from a 13th Century fortress. In the afternoon we visit Lednice Chateau, added to the UNESCO list as World Heritage.   Here we will explore paths around numerous small lakes that are home to egrets, herons, and other shore birds. This wonderful complex is often called "Europe's garden". Before dinner we enjoy a stroll through Lednice Park.

Overnight in Cejkovice
Day 2:  Slovacko Region

We drive through Hodonin and Straznice to the Bile Karpaty Mountain Range.  Driving time is approximately 30 to 45 minutes.  We begin our walk at the old windmill, located above the village of Kuzelov.   En Route, we may stop in Mala Vrbka to meet a local artist - a young woman making tablecloths from linen and cotton.  Today's walk is about four hours (12km) on relatively easy rolling terrain.  For a portion of our walk, we are right on the border of Slovakia.   We have beautiful views on the both sides of Bile Karpaty. This area is called Vojsicke Louky Meadows, known for a variety of beautiful flowers and old oak and linden trees.  Our walk finishes by the lovely reservoir Lucina. We then drive through Radejov to Straznice where we can visit an open-air museum of traditional buildings from the area. We return to Cejkovice where we will have a gala party with live folk music and samples of local wine.

Overnight in Cejkovice

Day 3: The Chriby Hills

This morning we travel a short distance to Buchlov Castle.   We will visit this old castle located on a hill and then start walking on the ridge of Chriby Mountains.  These hills are forested by beech trees. We will stop at Church of St. Barbora, then continue down via a steep hill and rolling terrain to Velehrad. The Cistercian Monastery at Velehrad is a pilgrimage place and capital of the ancient Moravian Empire and has a beautiful Baroque Basilica. On the way back to Cejkovice, we may stop to see a local pottery maker in Dubnany. 

Overnight in Cejkovice
BUCHLOV - CASTLE

A royal castle dating from the 1st half of the 13th century which was gradually extended and modified in the 1490s. Its interiors were modified in Baroque style in the 2nd half of the 17th and in the 18th centuries. From 1800 to 1945, the castle was the property of the Berchthold clan. Historical interiors with valuable art collections, dating from 14th to 19th century. Objets d’art documenting romantic predisposition of Doctor L. Berchthold.

VELEHRAD

Originally a Cistercian monastery, founded in 1205. During the Hussite Wars it was seriously damaged, and the monks moved to Uherské Hradištì. The monastery was deserted until the 17th century when the reconstruction works started. Pope John Paul II paid visit to the monastery in 1990. There are remnants of a 13th century late Romanesque basilica on the premises.

Day 4:  Telc

We depart for South Moravia, passing Brno, the largest town in Moravia. From the Rostejn Castle we walk through the Bohemian Countryside and the Moravian Highlands to the beautiful UNESCO village of Telc.   Surrounded by man-made lakes, this charming village gives the impression of being an island. The houses are a colorful collection of architectural styles from Gothic to Baroque to Renaissance. After enjoying lunch in Telc we visit a local Renaissance Castle and walk by the Telc Lakes.  Tonight we will stay in Telc and have time to enjoy the village, before dinner at a restaurant on the square.

Overnight in Telc

Day 5: Ceska Kanada and Slovonice
We drive today to Landstejn Castle, which is about 45 minutes south of Telc. The entire area is called Ceska Kanada (Czech Canada), named for its natural beauty. We find deep, never ending spruce forests and peaceful lakes.  Our walk takes us to Stare Mesto pod Landstejnem and then to Slavonice.  The well-preserved old town of Slavonice was an important border - trade town. You will see many beautiful Renaissance and Baroque buildings here. Today's walk is about 15km but is relatively easy. Because this area is known for its fine mushrooms, we will stop to pick some. Later, we will enjoy dinner at Trest Castle.

Overnight in Telc
TELC - CHATEAU

Renaissance chateau complex, built in two stages on the foundations of a Gothic castle in mid-16th century and immediately after. Chateau interiors with unique decorations and collections mapping the castle’s history from the times of Zachariáš z Hradce to those of the Podstadsky-Liechtenstein family.
Day 6:  Trebon

We leave Telc in the morning, driving to South Bohemian Basin. Our first stop is in Trebon, a Renaissance town famous for its beer, spas, and fish produced here since Medieval Times. We will walk around the pond Svit.  This region is home to the largest ponds of the Czech Republic.  After lunch, we will continue driving to Cesky Krumlov, where we will have dinner and spend the night. 

Overnight in Cesky Krumlov

Chesky Krumlov:

Much has been written about the artistic town of Chesky Krumlov. Another World Heritage UNESCO site, it is also home of the largest castle complex after Prague and must be explored.  We’ll walk across a small stone bridge before climbing to the castle where we enjoy spectacular views and walk through the castle gardens, a half French and half English style park, with a unique open air theater and revolving auditorium. You may wish to come here for the evening performance.

CESKÝ KRUMLOV – CASTLE AND CHATEAU

You may visit one of the most remarkable castles in Bohemia. Founded by Vítkovci clan in the 1st half

of the 13th century. After 1302, when the last of the clan deceased, the castle became the seat of the Rozmberks. The castle was extended several times, and was rebuilt into a Renaissance chateau in the 16th century. Later, its owners, the Eggenberg and Schwarzenberg families made some Baroque modifications and had a riding school and summer house (Bellarie) built. The chateau chapel was rebuilt, the masquerade hall decorated, and a new chateau theater was built. Historical interiors (two sightseeing routes). Representation halls furnished with objects from the times of the Rozmberks to those of the Schwarzenbergs.
Day 7: Sumava Hills And Vltava River

We start our morning walk in the foothills of the Sumava Mountains, along the Austrian-German border. We visit the Cistercian Monastery in Vyssi Brod, founded in the 13th Century, and home to the first Gothic Chapel in the country.  The Rococo library is accessible only through a secret door known to our guide. 

We follow the old trade route, which is a 10 km shortcut through forested mountains to Rozmberk Castle. You will see few inhabitants on this land, because of its proximity to the former iron curtain. After lunch, we can continue by foot for another 10 km along the Vltava River to Fara Zaton where we can relax. Dinner will be served medieval style in one of many cellars in Cesky Krumlov.

Overnight in Cesky Krumlov

Day 8: Prague

We depart Cesky Krumlov in the morning and enjoy a walk around Orlik Castle, located on Orlik dam and surrounded by lovely, deep spruce forests. After lunch we continue to Prague - possibly the most magnificent city in Eastern Europe. From the 14th Century under Charles IV (her first golden age); through the 16th Century under the Hapsburg ruler, Rudolph II; to the first few decades of the 20th Century, Prague has enjoyed waves of intense architectural activity. The city managed to emerge unscathed from both world wars, and the buildings created during those periods-from Baroque to Cubist-are one of the many reasons why Prague is such a wonderful place for strolling. After settling in at our small hotel, we will explore this famous city with a three hour walking tour.  Our tour will include Prague Castle, Lesser Town, Old Town Square and the famous Charles Bridge. 

Overnight in Prague

PRAGUE

Hardly any European town has survived so many historical ups and downs as Prague. Situated on the crossroads of the European Continent, Prague is a unique town because of its complex of vistas gradually created in the course of different periods of Czech history. Taking into account exciting scenery of monuments, palaces, churches, and the magnificent panorama of Prague Castle, one can perfectly understand why the Czech capital has become the destination of many tourist routes. Even the 40 years of sleep under the old political system could not change its beauty, charm and attraction.

Day 9: Czech Paradise Natural Reserve

This area near Prague is known for its splendid sandstone rock formations and wonderful walking paths. On some of the volcanic peaks, medieval castles remain forming the dominant features of the landscape. The value of this region is underlined by its status as the Natural Reserve called Bohemian Paradise (120 sq. km). We return to Prague for our farewell dinner followed by an evening walk through town. 

Overnight in Prague

Day 10: Departure

Departure for home for some; another day in Prague for others. 

Details: 10 days / 9 nights  $2,695 per person based on a minimum of 6 guests.

Includes guided daily walks, all visits and tastings as outlined in the itinerary, all meals except one lunch & one dinner, and transportation within trip by van.

(  Please note that the details of this itinerary are subject to change. Many of the planned activities are organized according to availability, events or seasonal dates, appropriate weather conditions, schedules of hosts, or the discretion of our guides. We make every effort to provide the experience described in the above itinerary with the understanding that some things may change.
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